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Mid-1800s 
Washingtonians:   
•! 1841 - “a room”  
•! 1857 - “home for the fallen” 
•! 1863 - House of Boston 
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•! AA Homes 
•! Pioneer House, Hazel’s Den 
•! Therapeutic Communities 
•! Association of Halfway House 

Alcoholic Programs (AHHAP) 
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Nomenclature: Power of Language  
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Philadelphia’s Recovery Home Survey (2007) 
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not enough 
housing for those 
seeking help. 

The stigma of 
Recovery Housing  AND... 

We want to address 
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What do people 
think about 
Sober Housing? 

What are Recovery Residences? 

What the Neighbors think they are 

What cities think they are 

What are Recovery Residences? 

What Placement Agencies think they are 

What are Recovery Residences? 

What the Recovery Community thinks they are 

What are Sober Living Homes? 

What Residents think they are 

What are Recovery Residences? 
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What Recovery Residences really are 

What are Recovery Residences? 

What the Neighbors  
think they are 

What Placement Agencies 
think they are 

What the Recovery Community 
thinks they are 

What Residents 
think they are 

What cities  
think they are 

What Sober Living Homes 
really are 

What are Recovery Residences? 

Quality Recovery 
Residences are 
Community 
Assets 

Community Asset 

Chronic Homelessness 

Lost Productivity and Income 

Job Loss, Detachment from Education 

Domestic Abuse, Violence 

Dependency, Disconnection 

Who Needs Recovery Residences? 

Multiple Hospitalization, 
Incarceration 
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Better Outcomes 

Monthly Income 
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24-Month Study:  

Compared to outpatient treatment 
alone, sober living residents and 
alumni had... 
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24-Month Study:  

Compared to outpatient treatment 
alone, sober living residents and 
alumni had... 

Abstinence Rates 

65% 31% 

Better Outcomes 
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24-Month Study:  

Compared to outpatient treatment 
alone, sober living residents and 
alumni had... 

Incarceration Rates  

3% 
9% 

Better Outcomes 
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Compared to some other housing options, 
recovery residences are much more cost 
effective. effective. effective. 

Housing Cost Comparisons 
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&Importance Of Certified Homes 
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Importance Of Certified Homes 
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To You 
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Outstanding 

Unacceptable 

Residences 
vary, from 
Outstanding to 
Unacceptable 

Challenges are 
different for 
each quality tier 

Wide Range Of Quality 
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Outstanding 

Unacceptable 

No Support Strong Support 

Limited 
Capacity 

Generally 
Poor Quality 

More 
Capacity 

Better 
Capacity 

Value of Strong Support Organizations 
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Value of Strong Support Organizations 

No Support Strong Support Certified 
Homes 

Outstanding 

Unacceptable 
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Structure, Standards & Ethics 

How the system really works 

Regional Certifying  
Organizations 
Nationwide 

National 
Standards 
Based on 
Best 
Practices 

Certifying Organizations Implement, Monitor Compliance 

Public-Private Partnerships (NARR) 
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Public-Private Partnerships  
(Oxford House) 
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