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Highlights of Statewide Drug Use Trends
June 2007 - January 2008

Toledo:

* High availability of crack; moderate to high availability of cocaine HCI.
* Moderate to high availability of heroin; increases in treatment
admissions.

* Low to moderate availability of methamphetamine.

* High and increasing availability of pharmaceutical opioids.

* Increasing availability of Suboxone®.

* Users report high but Toledo crime lab reports low availability of
Xanax®; moderate availability of other benzodiazepines.

* Users report ongoing trend of diversion and abuse of Seroquel®.
* Increasing, high availability of MDMA and lower prices.
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Columbus:
* High availability of crack and increased reports of injection.

Cleveland:

* High availability of crack; moderate and potentially increasing availability
of cocaine HCI, despite a brief summertime “drought.”

* Moderate to high availability of heroin.

* Potential increases in availability of methamphetamine.

* Low to moderate availability of benzodiazepines.

* Moderate to high and increasing availability of pharmaceutical opioids,
including OxyContin®; some increases in Dilaudid® availability.

* High and increasing availability of Suboxone®, according to users.

* Crime lab confirms user reports of high and increasing availability of
MDMA and PCP.

* Moderate availability of cocaine HCI; reports of summertime “drought.”
* Moderate and increasing availability of heroin; decreasing prices; black
tar remains the most commonly seen form.

* Users report decreasing availability of OxyContin®; other
pharmaceutical opioids of moderate to high availability.

* Low to moderate, increasing availability of Suboxone®.

« Users report high, crime lab reports moderate, declining availability of

benzodiazepines.
* Low to moderate availability of methamphetamine.

Akron:

¢ High availability of crack; moderate to high availability of cocaine
HCl despite a brief “drought” in the summer.

* Moderate to high availability of heroin.

* Oxycodone- and hydrocodone-containing products highly available;
increases in street availability of fentanyl.

* Users and crime lab report availability of Suboxone®.

* Moderately high availability of benzodiazepines.

* Low to moderate and declining availability of methamphetamine.
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* High and increasing availability of MDMA.

Dayton:

treatment admissions.

decreases in OxyContin® availability.

* High, availability of crack and moderate to high availability
of cocaine HCI despite a brief summertime “drought.”
* High, increasing availability of heroin; increases in

* Crime lab reports low availability of Suboxone®.

* High availability of Xanax®, increase in Klonopin®.
* Reports of Seroquel® abuse among adolescents.

* Low to moderate availability of methamphetamine.
* Moderate, increasing availability of MDMA.

Youngstown:
* High availability of crack despite a brief summertime
“drought.”

* Moderate to high availability of pharmaceutical opioids; H *Moderate to high availability of cocaine HCI.

* Moderate to high availability of heroin.

* Moderate to high availability of pharmaceutical
opioids; increases in fentanyl availability.

* Users report moderate to high availability of
Suboxone®.

M+ Moderate availability of benzodiazepines.
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Cincinnati:

* High availability of crack according to users; law
enforcement reported record busts.

* Moderate availability of cocaine HCI; slight decreases
were noted by users.

* Moderate to high availability of heroin; increases in black
tar.

* Users report high (crime lab reports moderate)
availability of pharmaceutical opioids; users report
availability of Suboxone®.

* Moderate to high availability of benzodiazepines.

* Low urban, moderate rural availability of
methamphetamine.

* Moderate availability of MDMA,; slight increases were
noted bv users.

Athens:

* High availability of crack; slight increases were noted by users.
* Moderate to high availability of cocaine HCI.

* Moderate and increasing availability of heroin, increases in heroin-
related treatment admissions.

* High availability of pharmaceutical opioids, decreases in
OxyContin® prices.

* Crime lab reported low availability of Suboxone®

* Users report low (crime lab reports moderate) availability of
methamphetamine.

* Moderate availability of Adderall® and Ritalin®.

* Moderate availability of benzodiazepines.

* Users report low to moderate but crime lab reports high
availability of MDMA.




Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services
The Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring Network
June 2007- January 2008
Executive Summary

This Executive Summary highlights findings presented at the Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring
Network (OSAM) meeting held in Columbus, Ohio, on March 21, 2008. The report is based on data
collected between June 2007 and January 2008 by Regional Epidemiologists in Athens and surrounding
counties (rural southeast), the Akron and Canton area, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton,
Toledo, and Youngstown. Regional Epidemiologists interviewed active and recovering drug users,
substance abuse treatment providers, and law enforcement personnel, and collected available statistical
data to compile their regional drug trend reports. Crime labs in Columbus, Cincinnati, Cleveland,
Dayton, Toledo, and Canton as well as labs of the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation
(BCI&I) in Richfield (covering Cleveland, Akron and Youngstown), London (Southern and Central
Ohio), and Bowling Green (Northwest Ohio, excluding Toledo) were surveyed to collect additional data
on drug purity and availability. Researchers at Wright State University reviewed reports and compiled
this summary of major findings.

CRACK COCAINE

e Despite a brief summertime “drought” noted in several areas of the state, crack availability
remained high overall throughout Ohio. Increasing acceptability and abuse by adolescents
and older adults were also reported.

Users and crime lab personnel reported high availability of crack cocaine throughout Ohio despite a
brief summertime “drought.” Most crime labs estimated crack-cocaine purity to be high (above 60%), but
some users reported declining quality. Crack-cocaine prices tend to range between $40 and $60 per gram
in most areas of the state; higher prices were reported in Athens ($70-$100). Several areas of the state
noted increasing acceptability of crack-cocaine use. Users remain diverse in terms of race/ethnicity, age,
and socioeconomic status. Most areas of the state continue to report crack abuse among adolescents (14-
18 year-olds) and older adults (65-80 year-olds). Increases in crack use among Hispanics were reported
in Dayton and Youngstown. Crack is still used often with alcohol, benzodiazepines and marijuana;
additionally, it was reported that crack use is sometimes accompanied by use of heroin in Cincinnati,
Dayton, and Columbus. Smoking remains the primary method of administration, but in some areas of
the state a slight increase in crack injection among intravenous heroin users was noted.

POWDERED COCAINE

e Moderate to high availability of powdered cocaine was reported throughout the state. A brief
summertime “drought” was mentioned by users in Akron, Columbus, Cleveland and Dayton.

The availability of powdered cocaine remained lower than that of crack cocaine, but was generally
rated as moderate to high across the state. A summertime “drought” was mentioned by users in Akron,
Columbus, Cleveland, and Dayton. The quantifying crime labs estimated the purity of powdered cocaine
as either moderate (30%-60%) or high (above 60%). Prices per gram ranged from $40 to $70 in most areas
of the state, but were higher in Athens ($100) and lower in Cincinnati ($25-$40) and Youngstown ($30-
$40). Powdered cocaine is frequently used with alcohol and marijuana. Intranasal inhalation remained
the most common method of administration. Injection use of powdered cocaine was reported as
common among heroin injectors in most areas of the state, and increasing in Athens. Smoking marijuana




joints laced with powdered cocaine was reported in Cleveland and Cincinnati. Powdered cocaine was
reported to be used across a broad spectrum of user groups. Several areas of the state noted a continuing
trend of powdered cocaine use among adolescents and young adults, and among middle-aged and older
males from more affluent socio-economic backgrounds. Dayton, Toledo, and Columbus area reports
indicated a continuing trend of powdered cocaine use among individuals involved in crack-cocaine
dealing. In the Columbus area, Hispanic males were identified as another group of powdered cocaine
users.

HEROIN

e Most urban areas of the state continued to report moderate to high availability of heroin.
Increasing availability of black tar heroin was reported in several areas of the state. Decreases
in heroin prices were indicated in Columbus and Toledo.

According to drug user and crime lab reports, heroin availability was moderate to high across the
state. Notable increases in availability were reported in Columbus, Toledo, and the rural southeast. Most
areas continued to report brown powder as the most commonly available form of heroin. Black tar
remained a predominant form in Columbus and the rural southeast, and increased in availability in
Cincinnati and Toledo. Brown heroin sold for $100-$130 per gram in most areas, except Toledo where
prices were substantially lower ($50-$70), and Cleveland and Akron, where prices ranged from $150 to
$200 per gram. Black tar heroin typically sold for higher prices than brown powder heroin in most areas
of the state, except Columbus, where users reported buying tar heroin for as low as $50 per gram.
Substance abuse treatment providers noted increases in heroin-related treatment admissions in most
areas of the state. White youth and young adults, typically from suburban communities and of higher
socio-economic status, were identified as a predominant group of users. Heroin use in conjunction with
cocaine HCl, benzodiazepines, and pharmaceutical opioids remains common in most areas of the state.

PHARMACEUTICAL OPIOIDS

¢ Continuing decline in street availability of OxyContin® and increases in the availability of
methadone tablets and wafers were noted across the state. All areas reported cases of
Suboxone® diversion and abuse.

According to user, treatment provider and crime lab personnel reports, Vicodin® (hydrocodone and
acetaminophen) and Percocet® (oxycodone and acetaminophen) continue to be the most commonly
diverted and abused pharmaceutical opioids across the state. Availability of OxyContin® (oxycodone
controlled release) was rated as moderate and declining. Most areas noted moderate and increasing
availability of methadone tablets and wafers. Increases in street availability of methadone liquid were
reported in Columbus and Toledo. Most areas of the state reported low availability of Dilaudid®
(hydromorphone), but the Cleveland and Akron areas reported increases. Street availability of
Duragesic® patches (fentanyl transdermal system) was rated as low in most areas, except in
Youngstown and Akron where it was estimated as moderate. Increases in street availability of
Suboxone® (buprenorphine and naloxone) were noted in all reporting areas of the state.

Prices of most prescription analgesics, including hydrocodone, oxycodone, and methadone,
remained at between $0.50 and $1 per milligram of opioid content. For example, a 40-milligram
OxyContin® tablet may sell for about $20-$40, and Vicodin® ES (7.5-milligram hydrocodone/750-
milligram of acetaminophen) sells for $3-$5. Users interviewed in the Athens area noted decreases in
OxyContin® prices. Several areas of the state, including Akron and Cincinnati, reported Suboxone®
prices as low as $4 per 8-milligram tablet.




Prescription opioid abuse continues to be more commonly reported among white teenagers and
young adults, as well as white, middle-aged individuals with a history of chronic pain. Oral ingestion
remains the most common method of administration for most pharmaceutical opioids. Intranasal
inhalation of crushed OxyContin® tablets was reported as common.

BENZODIAZEPINES AND OTHER PHARMACEUTICALS

¢ Xanax® remains the most commonly abused benzodiazepine. Increases in Klonopin® abuse
were noted across the state.

Users and crime lab professionals in most areas of the state reported moderate to high availability of
benzodiazepines, although lower availability was noted in the Cleveland area. Xanax® (alprazolam) was
rated as the most easily accessible pharmaceutical tranquilizer, and users indicated an increasing trend
of Klonopin® (clonazepam) diversion in most areas of the state. Street prices of benzodiazepines range
from $1 to $5 per tablet, depending on dosage. Participants in several areas of the state reported a
common trend of benzodiazepine abuse among adolescents and young adults as well as among females
between 30 and 50 years of age. Pharmaceutical tranquilizers are commonly abused with alcohol and
marijuana. They are also frequently used in conjunction with heroin, methadone and other
pharmaceutical opioids, and to come down from a crack high. Some users in the Columbus area
reported trading or selling their benzodiazepine prescriptions on the street to obtain other illicit drugs.

e All areas of the state reported cases of Seroquel® diversion and abuse.

In the current reporting period, reports of Seroquel® (quetiapine fumerate) abuse surfaced in all
OSAM reporting areas. The drug usually sells for $1-$3 per tablet. Several areas of the state reported
Seroquel® abuse among crack-cocaine users. In the Dayton area, treatment providers and school
counselors indicated cases of Seroquel® abuse among adolescents.

e Increases in Soma® availability and abuse were noted in the Columbus area.

In Columbus, users noted an increasing trend of Soma® (carisoprodol) abuse, especially among
white females between 16 and 30 years of age. The tablets typically sell for $5 each. The Columbus crime
lab has been reporting moderate availability of Soma® tablets since the spring of 2007. Focus group
participants and crime labs in most other areas of the state indicated low availability of carisoprodol.

METHAMPHETAMINE

¢ Continuing decreases in methamphetamine availability and abuse were noted in most areas of
the state.

Methamphetamine availability was rated low and decreasing in most areas of the state by crime lab
professionals and users, although users in Dayton, Cleveland, and Columbus indicated some increases
in availability of methamphetamine. Powder methamphetamine remained the most commonly seen
form across the state, although Columbus reported higher prevalence of glass-type methamphetamine,
and the Toledo crime lab indicated that methamphetamine was commonly found in Ecstasy tablets. Most
areas reported moderate purity of methamphetamine. Smoking remained one of the most common
methods of methamphetamine use. Injection of methamphetamine was reported in Akron and
Cincinnati. Methamphetamine use remained more commonly reported among whites than other ethnic/
racial groups. Typical age range of methamphetamine users was between 20 and 40 years.




MARIJUANA

e Marijuana availability and use remain high across the state. Users reported excellent quality
and drastic increases in availability statewide owing to “harvest time.”

Users, treatment providers, and crime lab professionals reported high availability of marijuana in all
areas of the state, although the Cincinnati crime lab indicated moderate availability. Many users
reported an increase in quality of the drug. Prices remained relatively stable with low-grade marijuana
selling for $40-$90 per ounce and medium-grade selling for $100-$175 per ounce. High-grade marijuana,
such as “hydro,” was reported as moderately available in most areas of the state, and selling for $300 and
higher per ounce. Some decreases in availability of high-grade marijuana were noted in Youngstown,
Cleveland, and Columbus. According to Dayton and Toledo reports, marijuana remains the most
common drug of abuse among adolescents entering treatment. Marijuana is commonly used with
alcohol, benzodiazepines, and cocaine. Crack cocaine added to marijuana joints or blunts ("Primo",
“Woolie”, or “Coco Puffin”) was reported in Columbus, Dayton, and Toledo. The practice of users
dipping marijuana joints or blunts in Tussionex® (a cough syrup containing hydrocodone) was reported
in Youngstown. Cleveland area participants indicated an increasing use of marijuana laced with PCP.

HALLUCINOGENS
e Ecstasy (MDMA) availability and use have been increasing in most areas of the state.

Across the state, drug users and crime lab professionals indicated notable increases in Ecstasy
availability, and rated it as moderate to high. Prices have declined throughout the state with many areas
reporting prices as low as $7-$10 per Ecstasy tablet. Although Ecstasy use has been traditionally
associated with white youth and young adults, an increasing trend of Ecstasy abuse was noted among
African Americans in Dayton, Columbus, and Toledo. According to focus groups conducted in Toledo
and Dayton, Ecstasy has a reputation as a sex drug among some user groups. According to the data
obtained in several crime labs across the state, besides MDMA, Ecstasy tablets often contain a number of
other substances, including methamphetamine, 3-trifluoromethylphenylpiperazine, benzylpiperazine,
and ketamine.

e Availability of LSD and psilocybin was reported as low to moderate in most areas of the state.

According to user and crime lab reports, LSD and psilocybin mushroom (“shrooms”) availability was
low to moderate in most OSAM reporting areas, although the BCI&I in Richfield indicated a notable
increase in LSD cases. Focus group participants in Cleveland, Athens, and Dayton reported seasonal
increases in the drugs owing to summer concerts and festivals. LSD typically sells for $5-$10 per “hit”
and mushrooms were priced at $25-$50 per 1/8 ounce.

e Increases in PCP availability and abuse in the Cleveland area.

User and crime lab reports indicated high and increasing availability of PCP (phencyclidine) in the
Cleveland area. According to users, PCP sells for $450 per ounce. Crime lab professionals in Dayton
indicated “low” availability of the drug and the other labs reported no PCP cases.

Full OSAM reports are available at: http:/ /www.odadas.state.oh.us.
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Summit and Stark Counties

AREA PROFILE

Indicator Summit Stark Ohio
(US Census, Quick Facts) County County

Total population, 2006 estimate 545,931 380,575 11,478,006
Whites, 2006 82.6% 90.1% 84.9%
African Americans, 2006 14.0% 7.5% 12.0%
Hispanic or Latino origin, 2006 1.1% 1.1% 2.3%
High school graduates (age 225), 2000 85.7% 83.4% 83.0%
Median household income, 2004 $44,030 $41,180 $43,371
Persons below poverty, 2004 12.3% 10.7% 11.7%

January 2008 Page 2



Summit and Stark Counties

DATA SOURCES

Interviews Conducted in the Dayton Area

Date Number Participants Qualitative data: This report is based

11/16/07 | 8 Active/Recovering users upon five focus groups with active

11/17/07 6 Active/Recovering users and recovering drug users.

11/19/07 | 10 Active/Recovering users Crime lab survey: Data obtained

11/26/07 | 10 Active/Recovering users from the Richfield Bureau of Criminal

11/27/07 | 11 Active/Recovering users Investigation and Identification (BCI
& 1) lab and the Canton-Stark County

Total number: Crime Lab were used to supplement

qualitative data sources.

Focus groups 5
All participants | 45
All users 45
User Characteristics (N=45)
Crack
Marijuana
"8 Alcohol
£ Heroin
% Pharmaceutical opioids
a Benzodiazepines
Cocaine HCI
Methamphetamine
50s
© 40s
(@)
< 30s
20s
> Female
[b)
» Male
Other
[<5)
3 White
o

Afr. American

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30

Number of participants
*some repsondents may report multiple drugs of use over the past 6 months ; (cocaine HCl refers to powdered cocaine).
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Summit and Stark Counties

CRACK COCAINE

Historical Summary

In the prior reporting period, crack-
cocaine availability continued to be rated as
10 on the 0 (not available) to 10 (extremely
available) scale. Participants believed that its
availability had increased over the previous
six months. Both Stark County and BCI & I
Richfield crime labs reported high availabili-
ty of crack cocaine, and the former regis-
tered an increased number of cases. The
price for 1/8 ounce ranged from $125 to
$200. The Stark County crime lab reported
high purity (above 60%), while the BCI & I
Richfield lab reported moderate purity
(30%-60%). Although the crack-using popu-
lation was perceived to be diverse, users in-
dicated the predominance of low-income
white males aged 30-50.

Current Trends

As in past reports, Crack
crack cocaine remains rea-
dily available, and mem-
bers of all user groups
rated its availability at or
above 10. Some users
commented that there
seemed to be more crack
dealers. The brief summertime “drought” of
powdered cocaine affected crack-cocaine
supply as well but mainly by reducing its
quality. One user commented: “[It's] worse
than the spring. They [dealers] are trying to
make up the money they lost.” The BCI & I
Richfield crime lab (serving Cleveland,
Akron, and Youngstown) reported high
availability and similar number of cases of
crack cocaine. The crime lab serving Stark
County registered high availability but a de-
creasing number of cases of crack cocaine.

10 <+ 10+
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Users reported that crack-cocaine prices
were set by unit and by weight, with small

“rocks” being available for as little as $5, one
gram selling for about $50, and 1/8 ounce
selling for $80-$150. Street names for crack
cocaine include “butter,” “cream,” “candy,”
“work,” and “rock.”

Users assessed the quality of crack co-
caine as usually poor and declining. High-
quality crack cocaine was considered rare in
the Akron area. Users stressed the impor-
tance of knowing a dealer. One commented
that “If you don’t know where to buy it, you get
ripped off,” and another expanded:

[Drug quality] depends on the dealer. It de-
pends on the upper person they get it from.
Some dealers don’t cut it down because they
don’t have to. If they get good customers they
ain’t gonna cut it. If they got regular cus-
tomers, they gonna cut it down.

In contrast to user reports, both BCI & I
Richfield and Stark County crime labs regis-
tered high purity of crack cocaine (60% and
above).

User group members described crack-
cocaine users as being diverse in terms of
ethnicity, gender, age and socioeconomic
status, but both young (i.e., 14-17 years of
age) and old (75-80 years old) users were
mentioned  specifically. Smoking was
thought to be the most common route of
administration, while injection of crack co-
caine is uncommon.

POWDERED COCAINE

Historical Summary

In the prior reporting period, users
assessed the availability of powdered co-
caine as ranging from 7 to 10 on a scale of 0
(not available) to 10 (extremely available),
but many felt it had decreased recently. The
Stark County crime lab reported increasing
numbers of cases of powdered cocaine, and

the BCI & I Richfield crime lab reEorted

January 2008
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Summit and Stark Counties

moderate but stable availability. A gram
was selling for $50 to $80, and 1/8 ounce
sold for between $120 and $125. Respon-
dents indicated that quality of the drug had
decreased over the previous six-month pe-
riod, but both crime labs reported moderate
or high purity. Those aged 16-30 who pri-
marily snort the drug were identified as a
growing group of users.

Current Trends

Users varied greatly in their estimates of
the availability of powdered cocaine. Some
believed that it was relatively difficult to
find in the Akron area, rating its availability
at 4 or 5, but others rated it 7 or 8 and yet
others as 9 or 10. A user offered the follow-
ing reasoning for why powdered cocaine
was harder to find: “The big guys are getting
all the powder and making it into rock.” Users
reported that a “big bust” had occurred dur-
ing the summer and that availability and
quality had declined significantly. However,
availability started increasing in about Au-
gust. User commented on how the
“drought” during the summer had affected
quality of powdered cocaine:

For two months everything was garbage, and
then it came back around. Even the rock was
garbage. After the drought, people are trying
to make money, so they are adding that Vita-
min E stuff.

The BCI & I Richfield crime lab re-
ported moderate availability of powdered
cocaine, while the crime lab serving Stark
County noted high availability but a de-
creased number of cases.

Perceptions of quality varied as well,
but generally, powdered cocaine was consi-
dered to be of moderate to high quality.
Both crime labs reported moderate and un-

changed purity (i.e., 30%-60%). Users dis-
cussed purity in terms of degree of adultera-
tion and the relationship between buyers
and sellers. As one user commented, “Easier
for white people to get good stuff because that’s
who sells it... up the ladder, the ones that bring
it in.”

Prices remained relatively stable from
the previous report. A gram was reportedly
selling for between $60 and $70, and some
users paid as much as $100. An “8-ball” (3.5
grams) sold for $150-$200, and an ounce was
selling for $800-$1,100. Street terms for
powdered cocaine included “soft,” “snow,”
“yay-hey,” “yayo,” and “flour.”

Users reported that snorting powdered
cocaine was the most common route of its
administration and that its users tended to
be middle-class and male, ranging in age
from the teens to 50s. The use of heroin with
powdered cocaine (in a “speedball”) is
common. One user commented, “One take
you up and the other take you down.”

HEROIN

Historical Summary

In the prior reporting period, users
said heroin was more difficult to obtain in
the Akron area, rating its availability be-
tween 3 and 4, although law enforcement
officers rated its availability as an 8 or 9 on
the 0 (not available) to 10 (extremely availa-
ble) scale. The Stark County crime lab re-
ported low availability, while the BCI & I
Richfield crime lab reported it as being
moderately available. A tenth-gram was
selling for $20, and a “bundle” (one gram)
was selling for $175. Users believed that he-
roin quality was good and had been that
way for two years. The Stark County crime
lab reported low (below 30%) and BCI & I
Richfield indicated moderate (30%-60%)

January 2008
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Summit and Stark Counties

purity of heroin. The latter reported cases in
which heroin had been mixed with fentanyl.

Current Trends

Heroin  availability Heroin
was thought to be gener- o
ally increasing, although s Jl 710
users from two focus ’
groups reported slight : «— 2 *tar

declines since spring. A
user stated:

It’s [heroin] popular, but it’s a lot more low-
key. It’s around just as much, but you're not
going to be able to go to a street corner and
get it.

Brown powder heroin availability was
rated between 7 and 10, gray powder at 8§,
white powder from as low as 2 to as high as
9. Tar heroin was considered a rare find, be-
ing rated between 2 and 5. One user com-
mented that, “[b]lack tar is from Mexico. It's
real, real dark, and almost black, but we [Akron]
don’t get a whole lot of it.” Users believed he-
roin was becoming more available in rural
areas.

BCI & I Richfield crime lab data sug-
gested moderate availability of heroin. Stark
County crime lab also indicated moderate
availability and decreased number of cases.
Both labs reported moderate purity (30%-
60%) and indicated that brown powder was
the most commonly seen form. BCI & I
Richfield also reported cases of black tar he-
roin.

Heroin prices were said to range broad-
ly from $75 to $150 per 1/2 gram and from
$150 to $200 per gram. White powder prices
ranged between $180 and $200. Common
street names included “Big H,” “dog food,”
“smack,” and “skag.”

Members of some user groups believed
that heroin quality had decreased somewhat

over the previous six-month period, but it
was perceived overall as being good. Tar
heroin was considered to be of consistently
higher quality than brown powder-type he-
roin. One user commented on the varying
quality of powder-type heroin:

Sometimes you do two bags and you fall off,
but other times you can do five or six bags
and feel nothing. Can be the same distribu-
tor just trying to snake you out of some
money.

Users reported IV-injection to be the
most common route of administration;
snorting was considered less common and
heroin smoking, rare. High-school students
and college-age people, sometimes from
higher socio-economic backgrounds, were
identified by focus group participants as
emerging populations of heroin users.
Intranasal inhalation, reportedly, is a com-
mon route of heroin administration in this
younger population. and who primarily
snort it. An increasing trend of heroin abuse
was also noted among women from higher
socioeconomic statuses. Users commented:

I've noticed a lot of goody-goody, well-to-do
[young women]. They got the money. They re
getting away with it. They're getting into it
hard.

[It's] come on big with the young crowd . . .
quys in high school, girls in high school.

More young, college kids using it. That’s be-
cause they know now that they can sniff [snort]
it.

January 2008
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Summit and Stark Counties

PHARMACEUTICAL OPIOIDS

Historical Summary

In the prior reporting period, Oxy-
Contin® (oxycodone controlled-release), Vi-
codin® (hydrocodone and acetaminophen)
and Percocet® (oxycodone and acetamino-
phen) were each considered to be readily
available. Both the Stark County and BCI & I
Richfield crime labs reported moderate
availability of oxycodone-containing prod-
ucts. Both OxyContin® and methadone
were selling for $1 per milligram. Users
were described by law enforcement as males
and females between the ages of 25 and 55.
Nurses were also noted as a population hav-
ing a higher rate of pharmaceutical opioid
abuse.

Current Trends

Pharmaceutical opio-
ids such as Vicodin® and
Percocet® were reported as
commonly available on the
street, but OxyContin® is
considered by users to be
slightly more difficult to
obtain. Users rated Oxy-
Contin® availability as be-
tween 5 and 10 and Vicodin® and Percocet®
as between 9 and 10 on a scale 0 to 10. One
user said, “Script meds all stay the same. Once
someone has the line on a good doctor, then the
supply is monthly and constant until the doctor
gets busted and they go to the next doctor.”

Pharmaceutical
Opioids
10

<4—6-10

8
B
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Data obtained from the BCI & I crime
lab, however, suggested that OxyContin®
and its generic equivalents were of high
availability, just as were hydrocodone-
containing products such as Vicodin®. The
Stark County crime lab assessed oxycodone
products as being of moderate availability,

and rated availability of hydrocodone as

high.

According to focus group partici-
pants, fentanyl had reportedly become more
popular, and its availability was rated be-
tween 6 and 7. As one user commented, “It’s
getting more popular. People are starting to
catch on to them.”

Dilaudid® (hydromorphone) was
perceived as “making a comeback” by some
users, but its availability was still rated rela-
tively low, at no higher than 2. Both crime
labs rated Dilaudid9R) availability as low.

Methadone tablet availability was
rated between 5 and 7. BCI & I Richfield
crime lab rated its’ availability as moderate
and Stark County crime lab reported low
availability of methadone tablets/wafers.

Some users reported availability of
Ultram® (tramadol), with one user com-
menting, “I know a lot of people getting Ul-
trams. They’ll eat a lot of them and then go
around all day acting crazy. They’ll go to the
doctor and pretend something is wrong with
them.”

Focus group participants reported
cases of Suboxone® (buprenorphine and na-
loxone) diversion. Both BCI & I Richfield
and Stark County crime labs noted low
availability of Suboxone® and Subutex®. In
the prior reporting period, Stark County
crime lab reported no cases of buprenor-
phine diversion.

Prices for OxyContin® remained sta-
ble at between $0.50 and $1 per milligram.
Vicodin® sold for $2 per 5-milligram tablet,
and $3 per 7.5-milligram tablet. Percocet®
sells for $3 per 5-milligram tablet, Dilau-
did® tablets range from $5 to $12 per 8-
milligrams, and methadone sells for $30 per
40-milligram wafer. A 100-mcg/hr fentanyl
patch (Duragesic®) sells for $75. According
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to users, Suboxone® is typically selling for
$5 per 4-milligram tablet.

Users reported an increasing number of
young, white individuals using pharmaceut-
ical opioids. For example, one user com-
mented:

It’s nothing to go into high school and see kids
14, 15 using OxyContin. I'm over 30 and
when 1 was in high school you were a loser if
you did pills. Now it’s nothing — a rite of pas-
sage to do pills.

METHAMPHETAMINE

Historical Summary

In the prior reporting period, me-
thamphetamine availability was considered
to be extremely low in the area, and law en-
forcement officials reported a significant de-
crease in the number of methamphetamine
arrests being made. Both Stark County and
BCI & I Richfield crime labs reported low
availability of the drug. Methamphetamine
was seen most commonly in powder form
but also in glassy-crystalline form. Purity
was reported by law enforcement officials as
being between 98% and 100%. A gram was
selling for $100-$130. Typical users were de-
scribed as whites aged 18-59.

Current Trends

Methamphetamine users provided
widely varying reports regarding availabili-
ty, prices and composition of user groups.
Some rated the availability of methamphe-
tamine as a 2, but others estimated its avail-
ability to range from 6 to 10. Particular city
locales were associated with greater availa-
bility of methamphetamine, but, as one user

put it, “If you get in that cir-
cle, it's readily available. But
it’s not easy to get into the 1
circle.” The BCI & I Rich-
field crime lab noted the
decreasing number of me-
thamphetamine-producing
labs, and rated metham-
phetamine availability as low. The Stark
County crime lab, however, assessed its
availability as moderate and stable.

Methamphetamine

<+—2-6

o M & @ @

Powder and “glass” forms of metham-
phetamine were reported as the most com-
mon, the former ranging in color from white
to pink to yellowish. One user described a
complicated manufacturing process involv-
ing freezers, filters and microwaves that re-
sulted in what she called “peanut butter.”
BCI & I Richfield and Stark County crime
labs reported powder as the most common
form of methamphetamine. BCI & I Rich-
field also indicated some availability of glas-
sy crystals. Both crime labs rated metham-
phetamine purity as moderate (30%-60%)
and unchanged.

Users also varied in their estimates of
price, with some reporting that the powder
form was selling for as little as $25 per gram
and others reporting having paid $100 per
gram. Common street names for metham-
phetamine included “glitter,” “white girl,”
“go-fast,” “rock salt,” and “crystal.”

Most participants described metham-
phetamine users as white, typically younger
(i.e., 20-30), and primarily male, but others
believed its use was more common among
those in their 40s, 50s, or even 60s. The drug
is normally snorted or injected, and users
perceived injection to be the more common
route of administration.

January 2008
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MARIJUANA

Historical Summary

Marijuana continued to be readily avail-
able in the area. Participants rated its availa-
bility between 9 and 10 on the 0 (not availa-
ble) to 10 (extremely available) scale. Users
reported that homegrown marijuana was
readily available and of fair quality. The
price was quoted at $20 to $30 for 1/8
ounce. Participants reported younger deal-
ers growing marijuana hydroponically and
selling it for $300-$400 per ounce. Both
crime labs reported high availability and
purity of marijuana.

Current Trends

Users rated the gen-
eral availability of marijua-
na at 9-10 on a scale 0-10.
Medium-grade marijuana
was rated as slightly less
available. Availability of
high-quality marijuana
such as “hydroponic” was
rated as low as 5 and as high as 8. A user
commented, “If you need it at 2 in the morn-
ing, it was there.” The BCI & I Richfield crime
lab reported high availability of marijuana
and registered an increased number of cases
since the previous reporting period, noting
also a high number of large-scale busts of
home-growing operations. The Stark Coun-
ty lab registered a decreased number of cas-
es but still high availability of marijuana.

Marijuana

10 9

o M & @ @

Low-grade marijuana sells for $20-$30
per 1/8 ounce and for about $60 per ounce.
Medium-grade marijuana costs usually
$140-$150 but as little as $100-$120 per
ounce. High-grade marijuana sells for $300
per ounce, and “White Rhino” and “Blue
Rhino” sell for $500 per ounce. A pound of
medium-grade marijuana reportedly sells
for $750-$800, while a pound of high-grade

sells for $2,800. Common slang terms for
marijuana included “Purp,” “now & later,”
“pot,” “weed,” and “gip.”

i

Users reported that marijuana quality
seems always to be getting better. Both
crime labs asserted the high quality of the
cases it registered.

Focus group participants indicated
widespread use of marijuana, saying that
“everybody” uses it.

OTHER NOTABLE TRENDS

Benzodiazepines

In general, availability of benzodia-
zepines was considered to be
high. Xanax® (alprazolam)
was perceived to be the most i
readily available, and users
rated its availability between
7 and 10. One user described
the easy availability of Xa-
nax®:

Benzodiazepines

<+—7-10

o M & @ @

Xanax are easier to get. I had a list of every-
body who got their pills in one day. Once
they’'re gone—1 was using 20 a day—you
have to hunt somebody else. But there’s al-
ways somebody around that’s got them.

Estimates of Valium® (diazepam)
availability varied greatly, from a low of 3 to
a high of 10. Ativan® (lorazepam) was gen-
erally rated between 7 and 10 in terms of
availability. Klonopin® (clonazepam) was
perceived as being relatively easy to find,
with its availability being rated between 7
and 10.

January 2008
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The BCI & I crime lab rated benzo-
diazepine (including Xanax®) availability as
moderate, and the crime lab serving Stark
County rated the availability of benzodiaze-
pines as high.

Xanax® was reported to sell for $2-$3
per 1-milligram tablet, and $3 to $5 per 2-
milligram tablet. Valium® was reported to
sell for $2 per 10-milligram tablet. Ativan®
sold for between $1 and $3 depending on
the dose, and Klonopin® cost $1 per tablet.

Users were described as both young-
er individuals and middle-aged women (i.e.,
30-50 years of age). One user commented:

In the last five years, the number of younger
people [abusing benzodiazepines] has about
doubled. I'm talking, people in high school.
Don’t matter about color [race].

Hallucinogens

According to focus Ecstasy
group participants, Ecstasy
was increasing in availability
over the past six months and
users rated it high, a 9, on
the 0 to 10 scale. Psilocybin
mushrooms and LSD were
said to range in availability
from 5 to 7, but that the former’s availability
increased in summer months.

o M &2 @ @ o

Prices for LSD were $5/blotter paper
hit and $10/gel-tab. Ecstasy sold for about
$10-$20 per tablet. Ketamine was reportedly
selling for $30-$40 per gram.

The BCI & I Richfield crime lab regis-
tered a notable increase in availability of
Ecstasy and LSD, but noted also only low
availability of ketamine and moderate avail-
ability of psilocybin mushrooms. The crime

lab in Canton serving Stark County, by con-
trast, noted high and increasing availability
of Ecstasy, moderate availability of both ke-
tamine and psilocybin mushrooms, and low
availability of LSD.

Other Drug Trends

Although users did not report specif-
ic use of PCP or piperazines, BCI & I Rich-
field crime lab reported low availability of 1-
benzylpiperazine (“BZP”) with increasing
numbers of cases. Benzylpiperazine is a
central nervous system stimulant that has
some amphetamine-like qualities. The Can-
ton crime lab reported no cases of PCP or
piperazines.
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Athens, Vinton, Hocking Counties

AREA PROFILE

Indicator Athens Vinton Hocking | Ohio
(US Census, Quick Facts) County County County

Total population, 2006 estimate 61,860 13,519 28,973 11,478,006
Whites, 2006 93.2% 97.9% 97.1% 84.9%
African Americans, 2006 2.3% 0.4% 1.0% 12.0%
Hispanic or Latino origin, 2006 1.3% 0.5% 0.6% 2.3%
High school graduates (age 225), 2000 82.9% 70.7% 78.0% 83.0%
Median household income, 2004 $29,785 | $32,086 | $36,440 | $43,371
Persons below poverty, 2004 20.2% 16.8% 13.3% 11.7%
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DATA SOURCES

Interviews Conducted in the Athens Area

drug users.

Date Number | Participants

10/25/07 | 10 Active/Recovering users
11/1/07 | 9 Active/Recovering users
12/17/07 | 8 Recovering users
12/18/07 5 Recovering users
12/18/07 | 6 Recovering users

1/10/07 8 Recovering users

Total number:

Focus groups | 6
All participants | 46
All users 46

supplement qualitative data
sources.

Qualitative data: This report is
based upon six focus groups with

Crime lab survey: Data obtained
from the London Bureau of Crimi-
nal Investigation and Identifica-
tion (BCI & I) lab were used to

Crack

Marijuana

Alcohol

Heroin
Pharmaceutical opioids
Benzodiazepines
Cocaine HCI
Methamphetamine
70s

60s

50s

40s

30s

20s

Female

Male

White

Drugs Used *

Age

Sex

Race

User Characteristics (N=46)

Afr. American .

0 2 4 6 8 1012 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36 38 40 42 44

Number of participants

*some repsondents may report multiple drugs of use over the past 6 months; (cocaine HCl refers to powdered cocaine).
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CRACK COCAINE

Historical Summary

In the previous reporting period,
crack-cocaine availability had decreased
slightly and was reported as only moderate-
ly high by users (rated 8 on a 0 to 10 scale).
BCI & I London crime lab continued to re-
port high availability of crack cocaine with
high and unchanged purity. Crack cocaine
sold for $50 per Y2 gram and users indicated
the drug was highly stigmatized in South-
east Ohio. Smoking was the most common
method of administration.

Current Trends

In the current report- Crack

ing period, the availability 10 4 49
of crack cocaine returned to
the usual high rating with
users indicating a 9 on a
scale from 0 to 10. Crime lab
professionals also indicated
high availability of the drug,
consistent with previous reports. Overall,
users indicated a slight increase in availa-
bility of crack. BCI & I London reported
high and unchanged purity of the drug
(above 60%). Crack cocaine was priced at
$70-$100 per gram, although most users con-
tinue to purchase crack cocaine in smaller
pieces priced at $10 or $20 per “rock”.

o N & @ ®

The most common mode of crack-
cocaine administration is smoking. Partici-
pants indicated that other drugs are rarely
used in combination with crack cocaine. Us-
ers were said to be getting younger, and
there was some discussion of crack-cocaine
experimentation among the area high school
students. Users believe crack cocaine to be
highly associated with crime and illegal ac-
tivities. One participant, recently released
from jail, estimated that more than one-half

of people he met in jail were there for crack
cocaine-related felonies. Another individu-
al, a white female, stated that “Crackheads are
the only people I know who will steal your wallet
and then help you look for it.”

POWDERED COCAINE

Historical Summary

In the previous reporting period, the
availability of cocaine HCl (powdered co-
caine) was moderately high (8 on a 0-10
scale). Crime lab professionals from BCl&I
London reported that powdered cocaine
availability was high in Southern and Cen-
tral Ohio, including the Athens area. Crime
lab reports from BCI & I London indicated
high and wunchanged purity (60% and
above). Powdered cocaine sold for $50-$100
per gram and $150-$250 per 1/8 ounce.
These prices were consistent with those
from previous reporting periods. Although
smoking was the most common mode of
administration, an increasing trend of intra-
venous cocaine use in combination with he-
roin (“speedball”) was reported.

Current Trends

In the current reporting
period, the availability of co-
caine HCl (powdered cocaine) = REY
in Southeast Ohio was high
with users rating it a 9 on a
scale 0 to 10. This represents a
slight increase from the pre-
vious reporting period. BCI & I
London reported moderate and steady
availability of the drug.

Cocaine HCl1

o N & @ ®

The quality of powdered cocaine was
described by users as good, although quality
was said to be largely dependent on dealers.
Crime lab professionals indicated high and
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unchanged purity of powdered cocaine
(60% and above). One gram of powdered
cocaine was believed to sell for $100; an
eight-ball sold for as high as $250. Street
names for cocaine include “soft,” “snow,”
“candy,” “nose candy,” and “toot.” While
the primary method of administration is
snorting, an increasing number of users re-
ported injection. Younger users namely,
“teenagers” and “high school kids” were iden-
tified as an emerging user group. Drugs
used in combination with powdered cocaine
include alcohol, marijuana, and Ecstasy.

HEROIN

Historical Summary

In the previous reporting period, he-
roin availability was reported between 2 and
3 on a scale 0 to 10. This was a slight in-
crease from previous reports, although he-
roin was still believed to be the least availa-
ble drug in Southeast Ohio. BCI & I crime
lab data corroborated users” reports of low
availability. A user reported buying a “bun-
dle” of heroin for $100. Users indicated
black tar as the most common form of he-
roin available in Southeast Ohio however,
area crime lab professionals reported more
cases of the brown powder-type heroin. Us-
ers indicated injection was the most com-
mon mode of heroin administration.

Current Trends

Heroin Currently, heroin availa-

1o bility was reported as moderate,
: an increase since the previous
. reporting period. Users familiar
8 with the drug rated it a 6 on the
) 0 to 10 scale. BCI & I London
also reported moderate availa-
bility of the drug with an increasing number
of cases.

Users indicated that tar heroin and
brown powder were the most commonly
seen forms of the drug. Crime lab profes-
sional reported availability of brown-
powder heroin, but indicated increases in
hard brown resin wrapped in white plastic
or colored balloons, which has become the
most commonly seen form of the drug. Simi-
lar to the prior reporting period, crime lab
reported high purity of heroin (60% and
above).

Tar heroin was believed to be selling
for $120 to $125 per gram. Current street
names for heroin include “junk” and
“smack” while one participant stated that
they had heard of “Mexican Black Pepper.”

Treatment providers confirmed that
heroin was increasing in the Southeast Ohio
region and indicated an influx of heroin-
addicted clients in the treatment program.
One provider commented:

We've had young people, that are in
their teens, I think 17 was the youngest and
we’ve had... and people who are upwards of
between 40 and 50.

Many of the users reported previous
OxyContin® (oxycodone extended-release)
abuse but indicated that they found heroin
to be cheaper and provide a better high than
OxyContin®. One active user described,
“[heroin]...it gives you a buzz like Oxys, and
Oxys are real expensive and heroin isn’t.” Other
drugs used in combination with heroin in-
clude benzodiazepines and pharmaceutical
opioids.
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OTHER OPIOIDS

Historical Summary

Previously, pharmaceutical opioid
availability decreased slightly but was still
moderately high. Users rated availability
between 7 and 8 on a scale 0 to 10. Crime lab
professionals at BCI & I London had re-
ported high availability of OxyContin®, and
moderate availability of other oxycodone-
containing products. OxyContin® was
priced at $1 per milligram. Participants indi-
cated that an increasing number of users in-
jecting OxyContin®. Prior reports indicated
high availability of hydrocodone moderate
availability of methadone and low availabil-
ity of Dilaudid® (hydromorphone). Some
street diversion of Duragesic® patches (fen-
tanyl transdermal system) was also noted.

Current Trends

Pharmaceuti- The
cal Opioids

availability  of
pharmaceutical opioids stabi-
D lized again as high for the
‘ current reporting period. Us-
‘ ers rated availability between
: 8 and 9 on the scale 0-10.

Crime lab reported high

availability of OxyContin®,
and low availability of generic oxycodone,
extended release.

The price of OxyContin® in South-
east Ohio was said to be decreasing. For
several years, OxyContin® price had re-
mained steady, selling for $1 per milligram.
However, in the current reporting period,
several participants indicated that the street
price has decreased to $0.50 per milligram.
This is the first reporting period in which
participants indicated a decrease in street
prices of OxyContin®.

Other opioids available in the Athens

region include: Vicodin® (hydrocodone and
acetaminophen), Lortab® (hydrocodone and
acetaminophen), Percocet® (oxycodone and
acetaminophen), Percodan® (oxycodone
and aspirin) and Duragesic® (fentanyl
transdermal system). One female user
commented on abuse of fentanyl patches
(Duragesic®):

Which is why my girlfriend died...she bought
this stuff illegally from someone ...when my
girlfriend died, I didn’t know she was still
sucking on the patch. She put it in her mouth
because she split it and she sucked the thing
in her mouth...I went to check on her ‘cause 1
thought she was taking a nap and she was
clammy so I called the squad car ‘cause 1
couldn’t get any pulse and that’s when she
died.

BCI & I London reports indicated
high availability of hydrocodone, moderate
availability of other oxycodone products
(such as Percocet® and Percodan®) and me-
thadone tablets, and low availability of Sub-
oxone® (buprenorphine & naloxone) and no
cases of Dilaudid®.

METHAMPHETAMINE

Historical Summary

In the previous reporting period, me-
thamphetamine availability was low. Users
rated it a 3 on a scale 0 to 10. None of the
participants believed that they could pro-
vide accurate data regarding the prices or
quality of methamphetamine. However,
crime lab professionals at BCI & I London
indicated that methamphetamine was high-
ly available, although methamphetamine lab
submissions were decreasing in Southeast
Ohio. Crime lab professionals also reported
high and unchanged purity with powder
being the most common form.
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Current Trends
Currently, users

Methamphetamine
reported that methamphe-
" tamine availability was
6 low. Similar to the pre-
;’ 3 vious reporting period

they rated it a 3 on a scale
0 to 10. Some participants
believed that methamphe-
tamine use was increasing because users of
powder and crack cocaine were switching to
methamphetamine due to lower price and
longer lasting high.

Most participants indicated that
powder form or “bathtub meth” was the
most available form of methamphetamine,
although one participant stated that he had
seen “ice” (crystal form) being used in a
small town north of Athens. Similar to past
focus groups, many participants knew of
small meth labs being “busted” in Southeast
Ohio, but they did not know many users.
Some believed that the methamphetamine
being made by manufacturers is either being
used by the manufacturers or being sold
elsewhere (not locally).

BCI & I London reported moderate
and decreasing availability of methamphe-
tamine, and indicated high and unchanged
purity (60% and above). Powder was re-
ported as the most common form of me-
thamphetamine, but cases of glassy crystals
were reported as well.

MARIJUANA

Historical Summary

In the previous reporting period, ma-
rijuana received an availability rating of 10
on a scale 0 to 10. Marijuana was perceived
to be highly available by both users and
crime lab professionals. Users indicated that

less marijuana was grown locally and more
of it is being “shipped in.” Participants
noted that hydroponic marijuana was very
expensive. Prices for marijuana included:
$30 per 1/8th (medium quality), $50 per
1/8th (high quality), $200 per ounce (me-
dium quality), and $400 per ounce (high
quality). Marijuana use spanned both gend-
ers; all age groups, regardless of social class.

Current Trends

Marijuana

In the current report- i 10

ing period, marijuana re-
ceived an availability rating
of 10 on a scale 0 to 10. This
availability rating is stable
and consistent with the
previous reporting period.
BCI & I London indicated high availability
and high purity of the drug (60% and
above).

o N & @ ®

Many types of marijuana are availa-
ble in Southeast Ohio, and users reported
they will not “settle” for low-grade marijua-
na. Users indicated that it was relatively
easy to find high-quality marijuana, al-
though this varied by season, number and
severity of water droughts, and amount of
marijuana confiscated by authorities.  The
most sought after types of marijuana in-
clude “Hawaiian,” “Blueberry,” and “Bub-
blegum.”  Prices for marijuana have in-
creased slightly this reporting period and
continue to vary by quality (Table below).

Street Prices of Marijuana by Quality

Low Grade $25 - $30 per 1/8th
$40 per quarter
Medium Grade  $35 - $50 per 1/8th
$60 per quarter
High Grade $80 per 1/8th
$100 per quarter
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PHARMACEUTICAL
STIMULANTS

Historical Summary

In the previous reporting period,
Adderall® (amphetamine mixed salts) and
Ritalin® (methylphenidate) were highly
available (5 to 7 on a scale 0 to 10). BCl&I
London reported moderate availability of
pharmaceutical stimulants. Participants in-
dicated that one Adderall® tablet sells for
approximately $5. College students make
up the predominant user group. One indi-
vidual reported Adipex® (phentermine)
abuse. Adipex® is a prescription stimulant
used to suppress appetite. Stimulant availa-
bility reported by crime lab professionals
was moderate.

Current Trends

In the current reporting period, Ad-
derall® and Ritalin® were again perceived
to be widely available, with Adderall® be-
ing more available than Ritalin®. Adde-
rall®, described by participants as “poor
man’s coke,” was believed to be selling for
$5 per 30 milligram tablet. Users indicated
that stimulants are commonly abused by
“young kids” and “college students,” aged
16 to 21 years old. Participants attributed the
widespread availability of Adderall® to the
medicine’s frequent prescription for child-
ren with attention deficit and hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD). There were reports of
parents of ADHD children selling the drug
on the street to supplement their income
and even children themselves selling the
stimulants in their schools.

Focus group participants again re-
ported non-medical use of the appetite sup-
pressant Adipex®, especially among fe-
males who use then without medical super-
vision to control weight.

PHARMACEUTICAL
TRANQUILIZERS

Historical Summary

In the previous reporting period,
pharmaceutical tranquilizer availability was
reported as high, receiving an availability
rating of 9 on a scale 0 to 10. The most fre-
quently abused tranquilizers were Xanax®,
Valium®, Klonopin® (clonazepam), and
BuSpar® (buspirone HCl, USP). Crime lab
professionals reported high availability of
Xanax® and moderate availability of other
benzodiazepines.

Current Availability

In the current reporting period, avail-
ability of pharmaceutical tranquilizers de-
creased slightly with users reporting mod-
erately high availability, an 8 on a 0-10 scale.
Valium® (diazepam) and Xanax® (alprazo-
lam) were perceived to be most available,
while Ativan® (lorazepam) was less availa-
ble. Crime lab professionals again reported
high availability of Xanax® and moderate
availability of other benzodiazepines. Users
indicated some availability of Klonopin®
(clonazepam), although participants found
it undesirable stating it made them overly
sleepy and resulted in long periods of for-
getfulness. Users referred to Klonopin® as
“Forgotalotapin,” and reported a price of
$1-$2 per tablet.

Pharmaceutical tranquilizers were be-
lieved to be more frequently abuse by wom-
en than men. A female user explains, “I think
mainly women use Xanax...I just don’t hear
many men say, ‘Hey, can you give me some Xa-
nax but women are like ‘I need Xanax.”” Intra-
nasal inhalation and ingestion are the most
common modes of administration.
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OTHER TRENDS

MDMA (Ecstasy)

Previously there were mixed reports
about Ecstasy availability and wusers re-
ported the drug sold for $20-$30 per tablet.
In the current reporting period, several par-
ticipants indicated that Ecstasy was increa-
singly available in Southeast Ohio. BCI & I
London reported moderate availability of
Ecstasy. Users indicated that Ecstasy use is
common among “young kids” at parties. A
white male reported a recent Ecstasy party
in a barn in a remote rural area of Southeast
Ohio. When asked to describe the availabili-
ty of Ecstasy, one participant stated “That’s
what’s big right now with high school kids,”
while another participant stated “There is
some, but mnot like it wused to be.”

LSD and psilocybin mushrooms

Users reported some availability of
both mushrooms and LSD in Southeast
Ohio. The availability of these substances
was said to be sporadic and seasonal. Crime
lab reports indicated moderate availability
of mushrooms and low availability of LSD.
Similar to the prior reporting period, psilo-
cybin had greater popularity among users
than LSD.

Seroquel®

There was limited knowledge of Se-
roquel® (quetiapine fumerate) abuse among
users interviewed this reporting period.
Several users reported receiving legitimate
prescriptions for Seroquel®, and felt it had a
low potential for abuse. BCI & I London re-
ported low availability of the drug.
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Hamilton County

AREA PROFILE

Indicator Hamilton County Ohio
(US Census, Quick Facts)

Total population, 2006 estimate 822,596 11,478,006
Whites, 2006 71.7% 84.9%
African Americans, 2006 25.0% 12.0%
Hispanic or Latino origin, 2006 1.5% 2.3%
High school graduates (age 225), 2000 82.7% 83.0%
Median household income, 2004 $43,811 $43,371
Persons below poverty, 2004 13.1% 11.7%
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DATA SOURCES

Interviews Conducted in the Cincinnati Area
Date Number | Participants Qualitative data: This report is
10/16/07 5 Recovering users based primarily upon data col-
11/02/07 5 Active users lected during focus groups and
11/14/07 5 Recovering users individual interviews with 26 par-
11/14/07 5 Health professionals ticipants.
]_]/28/07 5 Recovering users Crime lab survey: Data obtained
Total number: from the Cincinnati crime lab
Focus groups 5 supplemented qualitative data
Individual 1 SOUrces.
interviews Media reports: Cincinnati Enquir-
All users 20 er and other media sources were
interviewed monitored for information about
All participants % local drug abuse trends.
User Characteristics (N=20)
Crack
9 Marijuana
4 Alcohol
& Heroin
&  Pharmaceutical opioids
Cocaine HCI
56+
© 36-55
< 26-35
18-25
x Female
» Male
g Afr. American
& White

Number of participants

12 13 14 15

Note: participants could have self-reported use of more than one drug.
(Cocaine HCl refers to powdered cocaine).
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CRACK COCAINE

Historical Summary

In the prior reporting period, focus
group members rated the availability of
crack cocaine as a 10+ on a scale 0 to 10. Its
quality was perceived to have declined. Law
enforcement and crime lab personnel con-
firmed its continuing high availability. It
sold for $25-$50 per gram, and for $120-$150
per 1/8 ounce; prices in the rural areas were
higher. Crack cocaine was used with heroin,
alcohol, marijuana and benzodiazepines.
Crack use was reported among diverse
populations, including young and old, male
and female, and white and African-Ameri-
can. Some elderly male users were report-
edly introduced to crack through their sex-
ual relationships with younger, crack-using
women.

Current Trends

Crack Crack  cocaine  has
remained widely available in
Cincinnati and throughout
Hamilton County, but varies
according to proximity with
the inner city. On the same
scale of 0 to 10, crack-cocaine
availability was ranked by
focus group participants as a 10+ within city
limits, but a brief drought was reported to
have occurred in the late spring of 2007. The
Cincinnati crime lab noted a decline in crack
availability from high to moderate.
Hamilton = County law  enforcement
confiscated a record 91 kilograms of crack
cocaine during 2007, contributing to its
decreased availability. Participants
described sales of crack cocaine proceeding
in less obvious fashion (delivery instead of
“street corner” sales), owing to this added
law enforcement presence.

10 10

(= - -

Participants described the quality of
crack cocaine as having declined, which was
confirmed by law enforcement, who
mentioned a buy of “crack cocaine” that
turned out to be caffeine when analyzed.
Users reported adulteration of crack with
what they perceived to be rocks, drywall,
wax, soap, and baking soda. Access to better
quality crack typically depends on social
relations between seller and buyer.

Street names for crack cocaine
include “melt,” “hard,” “butter/budda,”

“rock,” “fire,” “ya-yo,” “yank,” and “beast.”

The price of crack cocaine remained
relatively stable throughout the current
reporting period. It continues to be sold to
low-level users by dollar amount instead of
by weight. Grams sell for $25-$40, an “8-
ball” (3.5 grams, 1/8 ounce) for $120-$150,
1/2 ounce sells for $400-$500, and an ounce
can be bought for $750-$900. Prices are
higher, however, the further from the inner
city one seeks to buy, to upwards of $100
per gram.

Smoking it through a pipe or similar
implement remains the primary mode of
administration of crack cocaine. Others
identified the lacing of tobacco cigarettes or
marijuana joints/blunts with crack cocaine,
a practice seen to be especially common
among younger users. Injection of crack
cocaine mixed with lemon juice or vinegar
was reported to be increasing insofar as
powdered cocaine availability became low
or its quality, poor. User group participants
noted that marijuana, alcohol and heroin are
also used with crack cocaine. Users noted
also that gay and bisexual male crack-
cocaine users sometimes also use Cialis®
(tadalafil) and Viagra® (sildenafil) to
enhance sexual performance.
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Crack-cocaine  acceptability = was
reported to be increasing among diverse
populations. There is a slight predominance
of male users over female, and both young
(i.e., as young as 14) and old (i.e., upwards
of 70) users were reported by focus group
participants.

POWDERED COCAINE

Historical Summary

In the prior reporting period, user
groups reported high availability of pow-
dered cocaine, and Cincinnati crime lab data
suggested moderate availability. Unlike
crack cocaine, availability of powdered co-
caine was reportedly higher in the suburban
areas than in the city. Prices were at $30-$50
per gram and $110-$150 for an “8-ball” (3.5
grams). One suspected case of cocaine adul-
terated with Clenbuterol was recorded by
the Cincinnati Drug and Poison Information
Center. Intranasal insufflation (i.e., snorting)
remained the most common mode of use.
Injection use was noted among primary he-
roin users. Typical powdered cocaine users
were described as white males aged 16-40
and individuals of middle- to wupper-
socioeconomic status. New mentions were
made of powdered cocaine use in combina-
tion with promethazine.

Current Trends

Cocaine HCl The availability of
powdered cocaine (cocaine

: M g HCI) throughout the Cincinnati
6 region  decreased  slightly
¢ during the current reporting
z period. On the same scale of 0
to 10, the availability of

powdered cocaine was

estimated as an 8, although significant
geographic variation was noted. Cincinnati

10

crime lab data suggested unchanged,
moderate availability of powdered cocaine.

As with crack-cocaine use, closer ties
to sellers increased the quality of powdered
cocaine to buyers. Overall, participants
noted a decline in powdered cocaine quality
since the previous report. Cincinnati crime
lab data estimated purity as moderate (30%-
60%).

Street terms for powdered cocaine
include: “white,” “snow,” “soft,” and “girl.”
As was reported previously, there was some
geographic variation in powdered cocaine
prices throughout the Cincinnati region. A
gram usually cost $25-$50 but upwards of
$85 depending on both buyer/seller
ethnicity and proximity to inner city. An “8-
ball” (3.5 grams, or 1/8 ounce) varied in
price from $125 to $225, with lower prices
being found in the city and higher ones in
more rural locales. The price of an ounce of
powdered cocaine ranged between $600 and
$950, and a kilogram cost between $15,000
and $24,000. Some participants reported that
small dollar amounts of powdered cocaine
are sold in folded paper packets.

Snorting was reported as a common
mode of administration, especially among
first-time users. Younger users were also
described as lacing marijuana joints/blunts
with powdered cocaine. Likewise, user
group participants also reported upwards of
25% of all users being primarily injectors.

As in the prior reporting period, the
substances used most commonly with
powdered cocaine were alcohol, heroin, and
marijuana.  Several participants  also
reported cases of powdered cocaine use in
conjunction with Ecstasy, Cialis® and
Viagra®.

While most powdered cocaine users
are male, an increasing number of female
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users was also reported by participants.
Powdered cocaine users are as young as 14
years of age, but were reported to range
between 16 and 40.

HEROIN

Historical Summary

In the prior reporting period, focus
group participants and crime lab profes-
sionals indicated high availability of heroin
in the Cincinnati area. Brown powder re-
mained the most commonly available form,
but some availability of black tar heroin was
reported as well. Heroin sold for $160-$180
per gram. The Cincinnati Drug and Poison
Information Center recorded several sus-
pected cases of heroin adulterated with
Clenbuterol. Injection remained the most
commonly reported mode of administration.
Snorting was more common among younger
users. Users were reported to be predomi-
nantly white, between 18 and 35 years of
age, and they comprised as many males as
females.

Current Trends

Heroin Similar to the prior
o MMe—gg leporting period, the
s availability of brown powder-

type heroin was estimated by
users as being between 8 and 9
on the scale of 0 (not available)
to 10 (extremely available).
Black tar heroin availability
increased slightly and received an average
rating of 4.3 on the same scale. Some
availability of white powder heroin was
reported by focus group members. The
Cincinnati crime lab reported moderate
availability of heroin; powder was reported
as the most commonly available form, but
cases of black tar were reported as well.

4

2

[}

Slang terms for heroin include “dog,”
“dog food,” “tar,” and “boy.”

Regarding heroin prices, a gram of
brown powder reportedly cost $120-$170
during this reporting period, whereas black
tar heroin, where available, sells in small
balloon units for $10, $20, $30, or $50. The
quality of heroin was consistent with
previously reported assessments.

Intranasal  inhalation of heroin
remains more common among New users,
whereas more experienced users typically
inject heroin. Several participants speculated
that there were fewer intravenous heroin
users due to perceived increased risk of
transmission of both HIV and HCV
(Hepatitis C Virus). Some participants said
that “skin-popping” (subcutaneous

injection) occurred among previously
intravenous  drug users, but these
observations require further validation.

Little heroin smoking was reported.

Initiation of heroin wuse  still
commences in the late teens and early 20s,
and user age was reported to be as high as
60. There seems to be no predominance of
male over female use and little difference in
use by ethnic group. The use of alcohol,
marijuana, powdered cocaine and crack
with heroin was cited as fairly common.

OTHER OPIOIDS

Historical Summary

Prescription  opioids such as
Vicodin®, Percocet®, and OxyContin® were
reported during the previous period to be of
high but slightly decreasing availability,
between 9 and 10 on a scale 0 to 10.
OxyContin® was the most popular and
available, and Vicodin®, Lorcet® and
Lortab® were a close second. Prices per
milligram for OxyContin® were stable at
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$.050-$.075 per milligram, but generic
extended-release products had dropped in
price to $0.25-$0.50 per milligram.
Methadone tablets and wafers sold for
between $0.30 and $0.70 per milligram and
morphine for $0.50 per milligram. The less
available Duragesic®-brand transdermal
fentanyl patches sold for between $25 and
$50 per patch. Prices were still higher in
rural areas. Most pharmaceutical opioid
users are whites ranging in age from late
teens to 50s, but are increasingly female.

Current Trends

Opioids The availability of
o fM<—o, Prescription opioids in the
Cincinnati region remained at
high levels during this
reporting period. According to
focus  group  participants,
hydrocodone- and oxycodone-
containing  products  and
methadone tablets were rated between 9
and 10 on a scale of 0 to 10. In contrast, data
obtained from the Cincinnati crime lab
indicated that availability of hydrocodone,
methadone tablets/wafers, OxyContin® and
other  oxycodone-containing  products
declined from high in the prior reporting
period to moderate.

N - -

Focus group participants also
reported some street availability of
morphine, Duragesic® patches, Dilaudid®
(hydromorphone), and Suboxone®
(buprenorphine and naloxone). In contrast,
the Cincinnati crime lab had no cases of
Dilaudid® or buprenorphine-containing
products, and noted low availability of
Darvon® (propoxyphene).

According to focus group
participants, OxyContin® tablets are
referred to as “Oxys,” “OCs,” “M & Ms,” or
“Tic-Tacs.” Slang terms for Percocet®

14 £

included “Percs, sets,” “roxys,” “512s,”
“surfboards,” and “10s.” Vicodin® products
were referred to as “Vikes,” “Vickis,” and
“” VS V4

Reported prices of pharmaceutical
opioids are provided in the table below. In
general, participant reports suggested a
slight increase in street prices of
hydrocodone, oxycodone and methadone
tablets/wafers. For example, prices of
methadone tablets increased from $0.30-
$0.70 per milligram in the prior reporting
period to $1 per milligram in the second half
of 2007. Participants also noted that generic
extended-release = oxycodone  products
remain less expensive than their branded
counterpart, but no prices were cited by
users. OxyContin® prices rose to $1.00 per
milligram in rural areas of Ohio and
Northern Kentucky.

Street Prices of Pharmaceutical Opioids

Vicodin®, 7.5 mg $5
Lorcet®,
Lortab® 5 mg WV
10 mg $7-$8
Percocet®, $1 per mg of oxycodone
Roxicet®
OxyContin® $0.5-$0.75 per mg
(urban areas)
$1 per mg (rural areas)
Methadone $1 per mg
tablets/wafers
Morphine 30 mg $10-$15
Suboxone® 8 mg $4
Fentanyl 75mcg/hr  $25

The most common route of
OxyContin® administration involves either
snorting or injecting after crushing the
tablets. Other prescription opioids in tablet
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form that are crushed and snorted included
methadone, Vicodin®, and Percocet®. Users
continue to lose interest in generic extended
release  oxycodone-containing  products
because they are more difficult to administer
by intranasal inhalation or injection.

Substances used alongside
prescription opioids include alcohol and
marijuana. Isolated reports surfaced also of
pharmaceutical opioid use with
diphenhydramine, which is a common
ingredient in over-the-counter medications
such as Tylenol® PM, Advil® PM and
others.

Overall, participants noted an
increasing trend of pharmaceutical opioid
abuse. Prescription opioid abusers were said
to be as young as 16 years-old and as old as
60 years of age, more commonly female than
male, and typically include white, middle-
class individuals of blue-collar and white-
collar occupations. Participants also noted
an increase in pharmaceutical opioid abuse
among African-American females.

METHAMPHETAMINE

Historical Summary

During the previous reporting
period, methamphetamine availability in the
Cincinnati region was described as low and
decreasing. Higher availability was noted in
the surrounding rural areas. Slight increases
in price were noted; powdered forms of
methamphetamine sold for about $100 per
gram and crystalline for $60 per gram.
Methamphetamine, which is smoked or
injected, continues to be associated with
white males and females between ages 17
and 30.

Current Trends

According to focus group  Methamphetamine

participants, methamphetamine
availability increased slightly.
Estimates of its availability are
still low, aver